
Art + History

P h o t o  by  J o e  C u m m i n g s

@jil lwellsart



“Without books, history is silent.”

@TheBuxtonInitiative



Charlayne Hunter-Gault
journalist,  author,  school desegregation pioneer

@TheBuxtonInitiative



Barbara Jordan:
l a w ye r,  e d u c a to r  &  p o l i t ic ian

@TheBuxtonInitiative



Jewel Plummer Cobb: 
c e l l  b i o l o gist/ph ysi olog ist

@TheBuxtonInitiative



Aletha Gibson:
c h a m pio n te n n i s  p l a ye r  a n d  p r o fe ssi onal  g o l fe r

@TheBuxtonInitiative



Ellen Stewart:
fa s hion d e s i g ne r  a n d  th e a tr e  p r o d u ce r

@TheBuxtonInitiative



James Baldwin:
n ove l ist ,  p l a y wr i ght ,  e s s a yist ,  p o e t  a n d  a c ti v ist

@TheBuxtonInitiative



Two Chains Gamble Sugar Plantation

@TheBuxtonInitiative



@TheBuxtonInitiative

SHE + HER / THEY + THEM 
made sure the family stayed together



@TheBuxtonInitiative

THE LOVINGS, An Intimate Portrait



@TheBuxtonInitiative

THE LOVINGS, An Intimate Portrait



Bernard S. Cohen:
c i v i l  l i b e r t i e s  a tto r n ey

@TheBuxtonInitiative



“The Couple That Rocked The Courts” 
– Ebony article, 1967

@TheBuxtonInitiative



Zora Neale Hurston:
a u th o r,  a n th r o pol ogist  a n d  f i l m make r

@TheBuxtonInitiative



Nelson Mandela: So u th  A f r i c an  
a n ti -ap ar the i d  r evo l u tio nar y,  p o l i t ic al  l e a d e r  a n d  p h i l anthr o pist

@TheBuxtonInitiative



My heart, my soul, my siblings.

@TheBuxtonInitiative



In Our Own Image- Treasured African-American 
Traditions, Journeys and Icons

@TheBuxtonInitiative



James Weldon Johnson:
p o e t,  a u th o r  a n d  N A ACP  l e a d e r

@TheBuxtonInitiative



Ellen Holly:
te l ev i s i on a c tr e s s

@TheBuxtonInitiative



A.L. Lewis:
b u i l t  th e  A m e r i c an B e a c h ,  F L  c o m m uni ty  i n  19 3 0 ’s

@TheBuxtonInitiative



Jill Wells’
Suggested 
Resources

@amespl.org/MoreThanMonoliths



Jill Wells’
Suggested 
Resources

@amespl.org/MoreThanMonoliths



Ebere Agwuncha
Thurs, June 24, 7pm
v i a  z o o m

Sat, Aug 21, 1pm
Hybrid

Group Conversation

Eulanda Sanders
Thurs, July  22, 7pm
v i a  z o o m

MORE
T H A N
MONO
L ITHS



Iron Sharpens Iron
Oil on canvas
Current location: 
Polk County Jail West Wing

@jil lwellsart



Birds of a feather
Oil + Mixed Media Collage on 
canvas
Current location: Artist Studio 

@jil lwellsart



Be The Change | Disability 
Rights Iowa Mural, detail
Oil on interior wall + paper interactive 
tactile rendition of mural 
Current location: 
666 Walnut St, Des Moines, IA  50309

prints available upon request

@jil lwellsart



Be the Change |  Disability Rights Iowa mural

@jil lwellsart



@jillwellsart

Be the Change |  Disability Rights Iowa mural



Be the Change |  Disability Rights Iowa mural

@jil lwellsart



Stand Tall
Oil on canvas
Current location: Artist Studio 

@jil lwellsart



The Spirit Lives On
Oil + Mixed Media Collage on canvas
Current location: Artist Studio 
prints available upon request

@jil lwellsart



What We Will Overcome
Oil  + Mixed Media Collage on canvas
Current location: Artist Studio 

prints available upon request

@jil lwellsart



Penny Saved, Penny Earned | 
E Pluribus Unum
Oil + Mixed Media on canvas
Current location: Artist Studio 

prints available upon request

@jil lwellsart



A Warm Place
Oil on canvas
Current location: Private Collector

@jil lwellsart



Arms of an Angel
Oil on canvas
Current location: Artist Private Collection

@jil lwellsart



@jillwellsart

TedX Talk:  The Power of Public Art



@jillwellsart

Evelyn K Davis Center,  May 2021
1711 7th Street Des Moines Iowa
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Evelyn K Davis Center,  May 2021
1711 7th Street Des Moines Iowa
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