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PANELIST BIOGRAPHIES 

MODERATOR 

Joel Hochstein serves as the current Chair of the 
Ames Human Relations Commission and works in 
the Dean of Students Office at Iowa State 
University.  Joel was one of the original founders of 
Ames Pride, a local non-profit that works to create 
community and visibility for LGBTQIA+ people 
in Ames. 

PANELISTS

Rev. Eileen Gebbie is an ordained minister in the 
United Church of Christ (UCC), serving as senior 
minister at Ames UCC. The UCC’s predecessor 
denominations were on the forefront of the 
abolition of slavery and, later, freed the Wilmington 
10 and coined the phrase “environmental racism.” 

Rev. Gebbie has advanced degrees in sociology and 
divinity, with a focus on inequality in both. Prior to 
parish ministry, she taught about race/ethnicity and 
gender at the University of Illinois, worked in 
community organizing, and ran a Habitat for 
Humanity affiliate.

Abdullah Muhammad is a consultant, antiracist 
educator, and workshop facilitator. He brings a 
wealth of expertise from his work with families, 
businesses, teams, and communities. His experience 
spans the fields of social work, counseling, public 
administration, business, marketing, education, and 
ministry over the last 25 years. As a facilitator and 
educator, Abdul has proven skill in engaging 
workshop participants from all walks of life. 

Abdul holds undergraduate degrees in American 
History and Political Science, as well as a Graduate 
Certification in Public Management and Policy. He 
is pursuing an M.A. in Political Science and Public 
Policy to be completed mid-2019. Abdul lives with 
his family in Ames, Iowa. 
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Dr. Mary Munteh sees structural and systemic 
problems as a catalyst for each individual to jump 
start their personal commitment to their expansion 
and growth. While racism, sexism, ageism, ableism, 
etc. pose real and significant challenges with their 
codification into laws and cultural mindsets, her 
deepest passion is to help people find their 
individual and communal wellness through 
compassion: self-compassion, compassion toward 
others, and compassion toward our mother earth. 

She sees clients part time at The Ames Psychological 
Wellness Center. She recently launched a coaching 
business called, Success Coach, LLC.

Josie Taylor, an Ames High School senior, plans to 
study nursing after she graduates. She enjoys 
participating in band and choir as well as cross 
country in the fall and spring soccer. In the past few 
years Josie has become really interested in racial and 
gender equality. White Fragility taught her a lot that 
she’d like to discuss while also learning from others. 
Her favorite thing to do is to hang out and to talk 
with her four siblings. 

James Webb has been an English teacher at Ames 
High School since 2000. Originally from 
Sacramento, California, he earned his MA in 
literature from Iowa State University. He teaches 
English 11, AP Literature and Composition, 
Yearbook, and Activism and Social Justice. James 
also serves as a Model Teacher, a Mentor Teacher, 
and as sponsor of Mental Health Club.  Lisa, his 
wife of 23 years, works with special needs students 
at Roland-Story High School, where his son, 
Xander, is a sophomore. His daughter, Ashley, is a 
freshman at UNI.

Saturday, March 9, 2019 
PANELIST BIOGRAPHIES

PANELISTS (CONTINUED) 

Dr. Mary Munteh sees structural and systemic 
problems as a catalyst for each individual to jump 
start their personal commitment to their expansion 
and growth. While racism, sexism, ageism, ableism, 
etc. pose real and significant challenges with their 
codification into laws and cultural mindsets, her 
deepest passion is to help people find their 
individual and communal wellness through 
compassion: self-compassion, compassion toward 
others, and compassion toward our mother earth. 

She sees clients part time at The Ames Psychological 
Wellness Center. She recently launched a coaching 
business called, Success Coach, LLC.

Josie Taylor, an Ames High School senior, plans to 
study nursing after she graduates. She enjoys 
participating in band and choir as well as cross 
country in the fall and spring soccer. In the past few 
years Josie has become really interested in racial and 
gender equality. White Fragility taught her a lot that 
she’d like to discuss while also learning from others. 
Her favorite thing to do is to hang out and to talk 
with her four siblings. 

James Webb has been an English teacher at Ames 
High School since 2000. Originally from 
Sacramento, California, he earned his MA in 
literature from Iowa State University. He teaches 
English 11, AP Literature and Composition, 
Yearbook, and Activism and Social Justice. James 
also serves as a Model Teacher, a Mentor Teacher, 
and as sponsor of Mental Health Club.  Lisa, his 
wife of 23 years, works with special needs students 
at Roland-Story High School, where his son, 
Xander, is a sophomore. His daughter, Ashley, is a 
freshman at UNI.

515 Douglas Avenue, Ames, IA 50010
(515) 239-5646 • www.amespubliclibrary.org


